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Baha Mar, the $3.5 billion con-
struction project designed to

bring the Cable Beach area of Nas-
sau, The Bahamas, back to promi-
nence, celebrated the topping-off of
its central casino-hotel structure last month with
a “Roots and Wings” celebration at the construc-
tion site.

The topping-off ceremony celebrates comple-
tion of the final level, the 25th floor, of the Baha
Mar Casino & Hotel, the tallest of what will
eventually be six branded hotels of varying price
points at the massive resort complex, a destina-
tion resort sprawled across 1,000 beachfront acres
slated to be complete in late 2014.

In connection with the arts-inspired topping-
off event, Baha Mar officials announced the cre-
ation of Believe, the resort’s philanthropic

foundation, and a new design part-
nership with Bahamian multi-plat-
inum Grammy award-winning
performing artist, actor and designer
Lenny Kravitz.

Baha Mar also announced it will partner with
luxury spa operator ESPA, and unveiled a formal
cultural alliance with the National Art Gallery of
The Bahamas. The Rt. Hon. Perry Christie,
prime minister of The Bahamas, who delivered
an address at the event, joined Baha Mar Chair-
man and CEO Sarkis Izmirlian in signing a com-
memorative tree painting, which was created by
Bahamian artists during the early part of the cele-
bration. The painting later was affixed to the top
floor of the Baha Mar Casino & Hotel in an
artistic twist on the conventional placing-of-a-tree
topping-off tradition.

The Sofitel Montevideo Casino
Carrasco & Spa has reopened

in the Uruguay capital after a
US$75 million restoration and re-
furbishment.

The 100-year-old hotel,
which has been declared a na-
tional historical site, includes 116
rooms and a 3,000-square-meter
casino with 400 machine games
and 23 table games.

It is operated by a consortium
led by Codere Group of Spain,
which oversaw the restoration.

National Director of
Tourism of Uruguay Benjamin
Liberoff said the investment
will help promote tourism and
investment in the company, and
described the visitors to the hotel
as “luxury tourism.” The opening
coincided with a new air connec-
tion between Uruguay and Spain,
a non-stop flight between Madrid
and Montevideo on Air Europa,
which will be launched in June. 

More than 1,500 guests at-
tended the opening of the rejuve-

nated facility, which included
many elements from the designer
Philippe Stark.

Montevideo Mayor Ricardo
Erhlich said the hotel is part of
the city’s heritage. 

“This is part of our identity,”
he said, “a hotel with a great his-
tory, a building in a neighborhood
that will transport us to the Mon-
tevideo of the 21st century.”

CloCk TiCking on FaTe oF ToronTo CaSino
Mayor attempts to get better deal for city

MGM Grand Toronto, planned at the
city’s Exhibition Place

T
oronto City Council will have to wait a little longer before
exercising their final say on whether the city will host a casino

or not.
A highly anticipated report prepared for Mayor Rob Ford’s

executive committee was not released as planned, a spokes-
woman said, while the city continues in discussions with the
Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corporation over their respective
shares of the casino’s potential revenues.

The staff report, requested by the committee in November,
will consider the pros and cons of a casino in the city’s down-
town and also the expansion of the existing gaming facilities at

Woodbine racetrack. It also will include the results
of public consultations held earlier this year on the
casino question.

A key issue will be how much the city will gain
from hosting a casino. The OLG has estimated that
amount at C$50 million-$100 million.

A new casino in the Toronto metropolitan area
is part of a plan by the OLG to expand tax revenues
for the financially strapped province by scrapping
slots at racetracks and opening the industry up to a
casino-centric model run by private companies.

Ford favors a casino for the money and jobs it
would bring, but support from a majority of coun-
cillors is far from a sure thing.

The casino’s opponents were quick to character-
ize the delay as a political tactic by the mayor’s office
to try to negotiate a more favorable revenue split for
the city.

Gaming, Mon!
Slot lounge opens in Jamaica

Supreme Ventures Limited debuted its new
Odyssey Gaming Lounge in Kingston, Ja-

maica, in February. The new gaming lounge was
opened in partnership with the KLE Group, op-
erators of nearby Usain Bolt’s Tracks & Records
and Fiction Lounge.

Odyssey is the first non-smoking gaming fa-
cility in Jamaica, as well as the first to introduce
ticket-in/ticket-out technology (TITO) for the
convenience of its customers.

Brian George, SVL president and CEO,
said, “We are proud of this partnership with the
KLE Group, where the resources of both profes-
sional entities�Supreme Ventures in gaming and
KLE in hospitality services�has resulted in our
own hip strip right here in MarketPlace.”

“Some of the gaming machines installed in
Odyssey are the first of their kind in Jamaica and
the Caribbean,” added George. “This has been a
major investment for us and we are now poised
to open our doors with the best customer service
offering to our gamers.”

Interblock’s Organic Roulette is just
one of the products offered.

History in the Making
Carrasco hotel reopens with casino in Uruguay

Halfway Home Baha Mar tops off in Bahamas
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